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�� � � � �� �

� � �	 �
 � � � �

� � � � �� �� � 	 � �� 
 ��� � � �


 � � �	 � � �� � �� � � �� � � �

� �� � �
 � ��� �� � � � �
� � � � � � � �� �

� �

� � � � �� �� ��� �
� �� � � � �

� �

� � 
 � � � 
 � 	 � � �


 � ��� � 	 ��  
 � �� � ! �

" �#�� � � � $��� 
 ��� � � � � � �

� �	 	 �� �%���� � &� �� � ' �

� � � �� � ��	 �� ��� � 
 � ��

� � � � � � ��� � � 	 
 � �

Why Forgive? 
 
Under the headline, “WHY FORGIVE?”, Time Magazine reported the his-
toric meeting of Pope John Paul II and his would-be assassin Mehmet Ali 
Agca in Rome’s Rebibbia prison two years after the shooting.  The maga-
zine reported: “For 21 minutes, the Pope sat with his would-be assassin.  
The two talked softly.  Once or twice Agca laughed.  At the end of the meet-
ing, Agca either kissed the Pope’s ring, or pressed the Pope’s hand to his 
forehead in a Muslin gesture of respect.  John Paul’s words were intended 
for Agca alone.  ‘What we talked about will have to remain secret between 
him and me.  I spoke to him as a brother whom I have pardoned, and who 
has my complete trust.’ .  It was a startling drama for forgiveness and recon-
ciliation.  On one level, it was an intensely intimate transaction between two 
men.  But if the Pope spoke in whispers, he also meant to proclaim a mes-
sage to the world.  The Pope’s deed spoke, not his words, and it spoke with 
full authority.”  
 
[page 135, A Cer tain Way, Craig Larkin] 

In the last issue, I began by quoting some contemporary accounts of Jean 
Claude in his forties, when he was Superior General.  They contrasted his re-
markable energy, intelligence, administrative capacity and occasional sharp 
dismissiveness, with the initial impression he gave of being a mild, kindly, 
tubby little country priest.  Nor did any one who knew him doubt that Father 
Colin was a complex person.  Because of these characteristics of the mature 
man and the stressful conditions of his early life, we are having to pay atten-
tion to his youth, even in this short account of him. 
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We left the boy Jean Claude, aged fourteen, following his brother Pierre to a minor seminary for 
his secondary education.  Pierre wanted to be a priest.  Jean Claude certainly did not want to be a 
priest, but he did want to leave home, get an education, live a studious and devout life in the 
church.  Under Napoleon religious orders and other institutions were not generally permitted.  
The only practical possibility for young Colin was the minor seminary. 
 
Yet the adolescent Colin, is in another ambivalent situation, a seminarist who does not want to be 

� � 
 � �� �
 
 � � �� � ��� ��� � 
 � � � � �� ���	 � �� 
 � �� ��� 
 �	 � � � �
 � � �
� � �� � 
 � � � � �� ���	 � �� 
 � ����� �� �� � � ��� � � ��� 
 � � � � 

Jean Claude Colin 
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a priest.  Political problems led to: Jean Claude and his fellow students finding themselves in five 
different towns and buildings between 1804 and 1813, but he studied well and had the opportunity 
he wanted for daily prayer and Mass.  He was often ill, and unfortunately got away with secretly 
practising mortifications that did his delicate health no good.  He would later regret these misguided 
attempts at ascetic sanctity. 
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1813. After the fiasco of Napoleon’s invasion of Russia, a great coalition was now mounting against 
him.  Meanwhile, Colin entered the major seminary of Lyons which kept him out of the army draft.  
He began to write notes of what he might like to belong to one day, and extracts from books he read 
… what exactly we don’ t know, probably because he burnt them later. 
 
God  calls men and women from where they are at, within themselves and in their world.  Of course 
for quite a time a vocational crisis must have been building up for Jean Claude.  Since the autumn of 
1812 he had been in a major seminary, where students were all intending to become priests.  At in-
tervals he was present at ordinations to major orders, was constantly exposed to conferences ad-
dressed to candidates for ordination.  He could not have been blind and deaf to all that, or to the ex-
pectations of others around him.  No doubt his directors were confident he would overcome his re-
luctance to be ordained. 
 
The crisis hit Colin with dramatic suddenness and was delivered by his Archbishop, the emperor’s 
uncle.  Cardinal Fesch realised the closing in on Bonaparte, and he would have to depart if the em-
peror abdicated.  Meanwhile he wanted to protect his precious students from military call-up, candi-
dates who did not advance to sub-diaconate became promptly liable for call-up.  In order to secure 
their exemption, the Cardinal commanded that ordination to sub-diaconate would take place a year 
earlier and that he meant NOW!   Colin was among those called to sub-diaconate in short order.  He 
spun into a fearful panic, rushed to and fro between his director and the rector.  He couldn’ t, he 
wouldn’ t, he would.  He had his name taken off the sub-diaconate list and put on again, literally six-
teen times!  They really must have valued him and have been pretty sure he would be alright once 
he had come to ground.  Finally, he did remain on the list and was ordained sub-deacon with the rest 
of his year entry.  Colin was now officially  en route to the priesthood, but something was to happen 
to stir his heart and draw him happily into his unique vocation as a priest. 
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In 1815, after the final defeat of Bonaparte and the restoration of the monarchy, great pastoral op-
portunities would open up for the Church.  At the Lyons seminary, one of the students, Jean Claude 
Courveille, aged 27, a fervent man of ardent temperament, got permission in 1815, to gather a group 
of students to discuss how they could contribute to the re-conversion of France in the coming years, 
particularly in rural areas, to place their future mission under Mary’s protection, and to pray to-
gether. 
 
In due course, they heard how Courveille’s damaged eyesight had been healed at the shrine of Our 
Lady of Le Puy, and how later he had received a very clear message “ in his heart” , that a society 
was to be formed bearing her name, whose members would be called “Marists” .  They were to min-
ister to that age of growing unfaith. 
 
All this appealed strongly to Jean Claude Colin.  He had wanted to be for the Church, but could not 
visualise himself as a diocesan priest, and he had no other experience.  This proposal accorded with 
his notebook ideas, but the name “Society of Mary”  and “Marists”  were altogether new and re-
vealing for him.  He could imagine himself as a priest tucked away in a Society of Mary.  So after 
all Jean Claude Colin would be ordained priest on the 22nd July 1816. 
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Before dispersing to their appointments, the twelve new priests who had belonged to Courveille’s 
group went up to the ancient sanctuary of Notre Dame de Fourvière, overlooking Lyons.  They 
signed a promise to work for the foundation of a Society of Mary, placed it on the altar where Jean 
Claude Courveille celebrated Mass and all received holy communion. 
 
They had already agreed the Society would have four branches: priests, teaching brothers, sisters and 
lay people.  At present Courveille would be “superior” , Marcellin Champagnat be responsible for es-
tablishing the teaching brothers, and Colin, because he was studious and well read in ecclesiastical 
matters, would develop a Constitution which could be submitted to the church authorities. 
 
Jean Claude Colin was appointed to the large village of Cerdon, where his brother Pierre was parish 
priest.  Probably this appointment was made to ease in Jean Claude because he had been delicate and 
shy.  He soon recovered strength, but at first people found him stiff and reticent.  He was constantly 
looking for advice from his spiritual director at the seminary.  He got over that, and one Sunday when 
he had begun his prepared sermon from the pulpit, he was suddenly moved in spirit, put down his 
written text and launched forth with holy gusto.  He became active, well-liked, comfortable with be-
ing a priest but looking forward to being a Marist!   
 
(More to follow). 
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During the month of May two one-day retreats were held in Mount St. Mary’s Milltown, open to all comers 
and especially the various branches of the Marist Family.  
 
With the theme of ‘Journey in Faith’  the retreats offered a quiet day,  with a significant amount of time for 
personal prayer and reflection as well as some opportunity to share with others (for those who wished) and fin-
ishing the day with Eucharist.  A light lunch of soup and sandwiches was provided.  
 
This opportunity for some ‘quiet time away’  was taken up by a number of Marist Brothers from La Source 
community in Ballsbridge, some Marist Sisters, Lay Marists, Marist Fathers and others.   Twenty three came to 
the first retreat and twenty eight to the second.  The simple, informal and prayerful format was much appreci-
ated as was the presence of Marists from the various branches in Ireland.    
 
The one-day retreats were chosen as an alternative to weekend retreats and week-long retreats which are more 
difficult to arrange and to attend.  We hope to build upon the success of these retreats and offer a schedule of 
one-day retreats during the year, possibly two per term.  Notices will be sent out in advance.   These retreats 
are open to all.  

The feast of Marcellin Champagnat, one of 
the early Marist Fathers and Founder of the 
Marist Brothers,  is celebrated on the 6th of 
June.  To celebrate the occasion the Marist 
Brothers community of La Source, Marian 
College, Ballsbridge, invited a large number 
of people from various communities to a 
prayer service and light refreshments to mark 
the day.  It was a lovely occasion on a beautiful summers day.   

Marcellin Champagnat  
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The Marists arrived in Peru in 1950 from the Spanish Province.  The Italian Marists arrived in Venezuela in 
1959.  Since then many priests have served in numerous ministries in both countries until the decision was 
made in 1990 to create the International District linking both countries.  Since 1990 Marists from different 
countries have offered to serve this worthy mission.  At present, in Peru, we have charge of two Parishes and 
three Schools plus a house of Formation.  In Venezuela we have one Parish and a house of Formation.  New 
Projects in both countries seek to extend our missionary presence and, with the recent Ordination of two new 
Peruvian Marist Priests and a Deacon from Venezuela, the District is hopeful of a bright future.   
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I have to confess I knew very little about either Peru or Venezuela 
when I was asked to come here for mission work.  I spent some 
time looking up information on the Web and could claim a little 
more knowledge on arrival than before.  
 
My first appointment was to one of our two communities in Lima, 
which was to give me time to learn Spanish and to become familiar 
with the Culture.  The house, which is situated in the district of Ca-

llao, is part of a mission project, which has an 
outreach to Adults and Youth.  In December I 
moved from there (now fluent in the Language 
of course!) to a Community in Sullana, which is 
a city located 1000km north of Lima.  I was to be Chaplain to our school and Spiritual di-
rector to a group of young men who feel called to join the Marist fathers.  I was also to 
work in the Country Parish of Lancones, which serves over ninety small villages reaching 
up to the border with Ecuador.  

 
I have received a very warm welcome from the people.  Our 
school, which takes its name from St. Peter Chanel, has over one 
thousand pupils and provides an excellent education at both the 

academic and spiritual level.  The Parish of Lancones faces a huge challenge due to its 
geographical spread.  It is served by trying to organ-
ise lay leaders in each community who can provide 
a weekly experience of Worship.  There are more 
than sixty Fiestas every year during which the 
priest gets the chance to visit the village for an 
overnight stay. The work is tough and requires 
a type of  “Crocodile Dundee”  character to 
carry it through.  I happen to be someone who resigned from the Boy 
Scouts after just three months having been lost just fifty metres from 
camp. So it won’ t surprise you to hear that I have changed Ministry to 
a more city centre type parish, ( La Marriz)  which also serves ten vil-
lages in the surrounding countryside  (my other work continues as be-
fore).  

 
One of the questions I am often asked by people back home is “What has surprised me the most about Peru?” 
My answer is that there are so many anomalies about this beautiful country.  There are places in Lima, that 

� � � � �� � � � ( )" *���+), %" �

� 
 � ����� �� � �� � ��� �� � � 
  ! � � � "
 � �
  

Mgts. Julio Kcomt Otero,  
Director  General 

Prof. Francisco Reyes, 
Academic Director  

Mar ist College Sullana 

Pupils 



are as rich as any place in Europe, and yet not very far away are people living in appalling conditions and strug-
gling to survive from day to day.  One thing is certain there is much work for the Marists to 
do here and I ask for your continued prayers and support for our Mission. 
 
(A special word of thanks to the parishioners of Holy Family Dundalk who made a very 
generous contribution to our mission here. The money has so far been used to help a group 
of children with their educational needs and also to assist in the outreach to youth in the 
parish of Lancones mentioned above. Thanks also to the Staff and Pupils of the Donahies 
Community school for their donation which enabled the youth of Lancones to celebrate a 
wonderful gathering over the Easter period).  
  
Cormac McNamara sm  (email: cormacmcnamara@hotmail.com ) 
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Cormac McNamara  

The band 

More pupils 

Procession 

Atletismo 
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Leader : President Alejandro Toledo 

Economy: GNP per capita $2,100 (United States 
$34,260). 
Monetary unit: Nuevo Sol. 
Main expor ts: Gold, fishmeal. Mining provides 40% of ex-
ports. 
Main imports: Oil and gasoline. Peru exports raw crude 
oil then imports the refined product. 

People: 25.7 million. 19 per square kilometre 
(Britain 238). 72 per cent of the population is urban. 

Health: Infant mortality is 40 per 1,000 live births 
(Bolivia 62, US 7). There are 10 doctors per 10,000 people. 

Environment: The Amazon basin makes up 60% of Peru’s land mass and still contains vast tracts 
of pristine rainforest despite widespread logging, gold mining and drilling for natural gas. The An-
dean mountain region suffers from uncontrolled mining activity and lax environmental monitoring.  

Culture: 45% indigenous, 37% mestizo (mixed), 15% white, 3% Afro-Peruvian and other. The 
largest indigenous groups are Quechua- and Aymara-speaking peoples from the Andes. There are at 
least 65 ethnic groups in the Amazon region, where an estimated 6,500 are considered ‘non-
contacted’ . 

Language: Spanish is the language of government and business. Traditional languages still spoken 
include Quechua, Aymara and numerous Amazon indigenous languages.  

Religion: Predominantly Catholic. Evangelical sects are growing.  
 
Sources: State of the World’s Children 2002; Peru’s National Institute of Statistics; Latinamerica Press; El Comercio. 
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This new development is an example of collaboration between the various branches of the 
Marist Family who share common roots, with the aim of exploring together the spiritual rich-
ness of all the branches.   
 
The meeting took the form of a seminar which was facilitated by Cathal Brugha (Lay Marist).  
Input was given by Denis Green (Marist Father) on ‘United in Name and in Spirit’ and by 
Colin Chalmers (Marist Brother) on ‘Marist Spirituality – meeting the needs of today’s 
Church’. Each presentation was followed by small group discussion.  A plenary session con-
cluded the seminar and drew together many of the ideas and aspirations generated during 
the day.    
 
A further seminar will be held in September or October.  The organising group for this devel-
opment is, Cathal Brugha, Sile O’Reilly, Sr. Mercedes, John Hyland and Ray Staunton.  
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I once made a remark about the hidden books in the Bible.  It was a lulu; kept people looking so 
hard for facts … and for others it was a revelation.  Some were in a jam, especially since the names 
of the books were not capitalized.  But, the truth finally struck home to numbers of our readers.  To 
others it was a real job .  We want it to be a most fascinating few moments for you.  Yes, there will 
bee some really easy ones to spot.  Others may require judges to help them.  I will quickly admit it 
usually takes a minister to find one of them, and there will be loud lamentations when it is found.  A 
little lady says she brews a cup of tea, so she can concentrate better.  See how well you can compete.  
Relax now, for there really are 16 names of books of the Bible in this paragraph. 
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Crossword result: 
Paul Walsh (Cameroon) was the first (and if the truth be known, the only) to submit the correct re-
sults for the crossword in Marist Links 5.  We are awaiting instructions as to the destination of his 
winnings!! 
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